
 
 
 
 

LONG ISLAND’S HISTORIC GOLD COAST 
May 9-14, 2010 

 
Join us on a trip to the Gold Coast on Long Island’s historic North Shore to visit its fabulous 
summer estates, created as showplaces for glamorous gatherings.  Our entire stay will be at Oheka 
Castle, the Otto Hermann Kahn estate built as his home in 1919 and listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places.  At the time of its construction, the French-style chateau was, and still is today, 
the second-largest private residence ever built in America.  Among the private visits included 
throughout the tour are the Tudor-style Inisfada, today a Jesuit Retreat House; Villa Carola in Sands 
Point; as well as Hempstead House, Mille Fleurs and Falaise, the Gould and Guggenheim estates at 
Sands Point Preserve.  Then it’s on to the French Renaissance-style estate of Henri Bendel, 
subsequently acquired by the founder of the Chrysler Motor Company; Vanderbilt Museum on a 43-
acre estate; Sagamore Hill, Theodore Roosevelt’s Summer White House; and Coe Hall at Planting 
Fields Arboretum.  On our final day visit the beautiful John Phipps’ Old Westbury House & 
Gardens; and the Hoffman Center, formerly Fairleigh, the home of the heir to the Standard Oil 
fortune. 
 
 
 
 
 

Paul J. Mateyunas, Guest Lecturer 
A native of Long Island’s North Shore, Paul Mateyunas has been fascinated by the architecture of 
Long Island since his early youth.  Schooled in the arts both in the United States and Italy, Paul holds 
degrees in art history and business, and has become a noted North Shore historian whose expertise 
lies in art, design and architecture.  His interest in preserving and educating people about Long 
Island’s Country House era has led him to work as a restoration consultant and in real estate.  He 
uses his knowledge of the island’s rich architectural and social past to write about local architecture 
for Elements magazine and as author of North Shore Long Island: Country Houses 1890-1950.   

 
 
 
 
 

The National Trust for Historic Preservation is a private, non-profit membership organization 
dedicated to saving historic places and revitalizing America’s communities.  For more information, 
visit the Trust’s website at www.preservationnation.org. 
For more information on National Trust Tours, please visit our website at 
www.preservationnation.org/tours or phone 800-944-6847. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ITINERARY 
 
 
Sunday, May 9 – Cold Spring Hills, Huntington 
Our program begins upon arriving at Oheka Castle Hotel & Estate for a five-night stay at this French 
chateau-style hotel (check-in time is 3:00 p.m.).  Enjoy a gala welcome dinner at the hotel.  (D) 
Note:  Advance arrangements can be made for transportation to the hotel from LaGuardia, JFK or Islip Airports, or from 
the Cold Spring Harbor Long Island Railroad station by calling Orange-White Cab (631) 271-3600.  Round-trip fares are 
available. 

 
Monday, May 10 –Manhasset/Port Washington/Sands Point 
After a tour of Oheka, named after railroad financier Otto Herman Kahn, visit Inisfada, Gaelic for 
Long Island.  It was designed in the Tudor/Elizabethan style by John Windrim in 1916 for 
businessman Nicholas Brady, son of one of the principal organizers of the Boston Rapid Transit 
Company and director of more than 20 corporations.  Interesting features of the mansion are the 
exterior details with representations of the Zodiac signs and various nursery rhymes carved out of 
limestone.  After his death, the estate was donated to the Jesuits and is now the St. Ignatius Jesuit 
Retreat House.  Then visit Villa Carola, designed and built by the architect H. Van Buren Magonigle 
between 1916-1918 for Issac Guggenheim, one of the seven sons of mining magnate Meyer 
Guggenheim.  It recalls an Italian villa with its tiled hip roof, wide overhanging eaves and large square 
tower, and surrounds three sides of a courtyard.  Upon Isaac’s death, the estate passed to his brother 
Solomon, and later became the IBM Management Training Center.  After lunch visit Hempstead 
House, originally built for railroad magnate Howard Gould – son of the financier and railroad builder 
Jay Gould – and later the home of Daniel Gugenheim.  Its architecture and imposing vaulted ceiling 
provides a hint of an elegant time long gone.  The French eclectic architecture of Falaise, whose 
design is based on a 13th-century Norman manor house, was built in 1923 for Harry F. Guggenheim.  
Some of the distinctive features of the house include an enclosed cobblestone courtyard, thickly 
mortared brick walls, steeply pitched roofs and a round tower.  Also on the Gould and Guggenheim 
estate visit Mille Fleurs, a replica of the 11th-century Chateau Beauregard, built for Mrs. Daniel 
Guggenheim.  (B/L) 
 
Tuesday, May 11 – Kings Point/Centerport 
In 1916 Henri Bendel, a prominent Manhattan milliner, built a Beaux-Arts French Renaissance-style 
main house for his estate, and in 1923 Walter P. Chrysler, creator of the Chrysler Motor Company,  
purchased the estate as his summer home.  On the eve of World War II he sold the entire estate to 
the federal government for the establishment of a merchant marine academy, which Congress 
established as Kings Point, one of the five service academies.  The mansion itself has become the 
administration center.  After lunch visit Eagle’s Nest, the 43-acre estate of William K. Vanderbilt II,  
with its 24-room mansion of Spanish-Moroccan design.  Italian Renaissance furniture, 13th-century 
Portuguese fireplaces, 15th-century oil paintings, Persian Kurd rugs and a 2,000-pipe organ are just a 
few of the treasures that were acquired to furnish the mansion.  On the grounds are six marble 
columns from Carthage and two iron eagles from New York City’s old Grand Central Terminal.  
(B/L) 
 
Wednesday, May 12 - Oyster Bay/Lattingtown  
Originally inhabited by the Matinecock Indians, Oyster Bay was settled by the Dutch in 1615.  Its 
most famous resident, Theodore Roosevelt, built a home in Cove Neck in 1885 and named it 
Sagamore Hill after an old Native American chief.  This 23-room multi-gabled Queen Anne house 
was designed with generous verandas to view the sunset.   The epitome of a home for the privileged 
in turn-of-the-century America, it is filled with rare books and paintings, as well as big-game trophies 
hunted by Roosevelt, and served as the summer White House during his presidency.   
 



After lunch enjoy a private tour with the executive director of Coe Hall and Planting Fields 
Arboretum.  In 1919 William R. Coe built a 65-room house in a combination of English Medieval 
and Elizabethan styles, incorporating many aspects of Beaux-Arts design.  In the arboretum, nature 
trails go through a profusion of azalea and rhododendron varieties, as well as other plant, tree and 
shrub collections, and the greenhouses feature a large selection of tropical plants, annuals and special 
seasonal displays.  (B/L) 
 
Thursday, May 13 – Old Westbury/Muttontown/Woodbury   
The day begins with a private tour of Old Westbury House and Gardens, arguably the best-preserved 
of the Gold Coast mansions and estates.  Listed on the National Register of Historic Places, it was 
built in 1909 for John S. Phipps by the English architect George A. Crawley.  The manor today 
stands as a jewel, expressing the grace and symmetry brought about by the architect’s ability to scale a 
Charles II style mansion to a comfortable livable size, and is listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places.  The interior is lavishly decorated and furnished as it was during the family’s 
occupancy, and the mansion is surrounded by renowned 18th-century botanical gardens with 
walkways and reflecting pools.  Lunch at historic Orchard Hill, a Quaker farmhouse built in 1859 by 
the Hicks family and moved in the early 20th century to the Old Westbury property.  It was a 
wedding present from Phipps to his daughter Peggie, the founder of Old Westbury Gardens, who 
lived there for over 70 years.  The Hoffman Center, a Nature Preserve and Wildlife Sanctuary, was 
originally the estate of George S. Brewster, heir to the Standard Oil fortune.  The centerpiece is 
Farleigh, a 1914 Georgian-Revival-style mansion designed to be integrated into the woodland 
scheme.  After being in near ruin by the early 1990s, the 55-room manor house underwent an eight-
year restoration and stands today much as it did in the estate’s heyday.  Farewell dinner at the 
mansion at The Woodlands, the magnificent former Gold Coast summer residence of Mrs. Alyssa 
Mellon.  (B/L/D)  
 
Friday, May 14 – Cold Springs Hills, Huntington 
The program concludes this morning (check-out time is 11:00 a.m.).        

 
 
 
 

COSTS 
 

Land Arrangements:    $3,585.00 per person based on double occupancy 
Single Supplement:    $   615.00 
Airfare:  Please contact Protravel International for reservations and costs 

   
 
 
 
 
TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS BY 

 
 
 
 
 

Susan Gullia, Managing Director 
515 Madison Avenue, New York, NY  10022 
Tel. (212)409-9555 or (800)227-1059 ext. 455 – Fax (212)755-1376 

 



T E R M S    &    C O N D I T I O N S 
 
 
RESERVATIONS & PAYMENTS:  Reservations will be accepted in order of receipt of a completed reservation form accompanied by a 
check or credit card deposit of $800.00 per person.  Final payment, by check, is due no later than March 26, 2010.  Any pre- and post-tour 
arrangements not finalized by March 26, 2010, may result in an additional service fee. 
CANCELLATIONS/REFUNDS:  Certain airfares carry restrictions and penalties, to be advised at time of booking; full refunds will be made 
for Business/First Class airfares.  For land arrangements, written cancellation received by Protravel International (hereafter referred to as 
Protravel), no later than March 26, 2010, will result in a full refund less an administrative fee of $350.00 per person.  No refund will be 
made for any part of this program in which you choose not to participate.  If registration proves insufficient by March 26, 2010, Protravel 
and the National Trust for Historic Preservation (hereafter referred to as the National Trust) reserve the right to cancel the tour and a full 
refund will be made to those persons registered at that time. In such case, refund of the cost of the trip shall constitute full settlement with 
the passenger.  Protravel is not responsible for any non-refundable airfares. 
INCLUDED:  Hotel accommodations as shown in the itinerary (the right is reserved to substitute another hotel in a similar category); group 
airport transfer upon arrival and departure; continental breakfast daily and other meals as indicated in the itinerary, a complete program 
throughout the tour including transportation and admission to all points of interest; all service charges, taxes and gratuities for the hotels 
and meals indicated in the itinerary.   
MEAL CODE:  B=Breakfast, L=Lunch, R=Reception, D=Dinner.   
NOT INCLUDED:  Transportation to and from Gold Spring Hills, Huntington, New York; items of a personal nature, such as drinks 
(except where included at special events); room service, laundry, phone/fax communications; gratuities for any services not mentioned 
above; meals not indicated in the itinerary; items not on the regular menus; expenses of hotels, meals, guides, buses, cars or boats for 
sightseeing not included in the itinerary; insurance of any kind. 
TRIP INSURANCE:  The National Trust for Historic Preservation strongly recommends that all tour participants purchase Trip 
Cancellation, Emergency Medical Evacuation, Accident/Sickness Medical, and Baggage insurance for their tour.  Upon receipt 
of your initial tour deposit by National Trust Tours, a comprehensive travel insurance plan, underwritten by American Home 
Assurance Company, offering three options, will be made available to all National Trust tour participants. This insurance offers 
important, time-sensitive benefits(varying with option selected) including:  1) Pre-existing Waiver, which waives the pre-
existing medical condition exclusion; 2) Terrorism/Default, which protects for certain Terrorist acts and financial default of an 
airline, cruise line, or tour operator; and 3) Cancel for Any Reason optional benefit: providing coverage for you cancelling your 
trip for many reasons that were previously not covered under a traditional trip cancellation policy. To qualify for these time-
sensitive benefits, (a) you must purchase the Plus or Elite option within 15/21 days (depending on option selected) of the date 
of your confirmation letter from National Trust Tours receiving your initial deposit; (b) you insure all prepaid trip costs that are 
subject to cancellation penalties or restrictions; and (c) you are not disabled from travel at the time you pay your premium.  For 
complete details or to enroll on-line, visit www.travelinsuranceservices.com/select/nthp , or call USI Travel Insurance Services 
at (800) 937-1387 
RESPONSIBILITY:  In order to make an educational opportunity available to its members, the National Trust has arranged for Protravel, an 
independent contractor, to organize this tour and to procure carriage, accommodations and other tour services from other parties.  Tour 
members must contact and otherwise deal exclusively with Protravel.  Neither Protravel nor any other supplier of tour services is a joint 
venturer with or in any way controlled by the National Trust.  The National Trust can undertake no responsibility for the accuracy of 
representations in tour promotion literature, for tour reservations, accommodations, transportation or safety, nor for any other aspect of 
the tour except preservation-related educational programs and liaison between National Trust members and other preservationists.  
Consequently the National Trust shall not be construed to make any covenants or warranties, expressed or implied, regarding this tour and 
shall not be liable in any way for any personal injury, death, property damage or any loss incurred by any person in connection with this 
tour.  In all matters relating to the making of arrangements for hotel accommodations, sightseeing tours and services provided incident 
thereto, entertainment and transportation by air, railroad, motorcoach, boat or automobile, Protravel  will act only in the capacity of an 
agent for any of the travel services with regard to carriers, hotels, suppliers and all other related services. Because of its status as an agent, 
and because it maintains no control over the personnel, equipment or operations of these travel service suppliers, Protravel can assume no 
responsibility for and cannot be held liable for any personal injury, property damage or other loss, accident, delay, inconvenience or 
irregularity which may be occasioned either by reason of (1) any wrongful or negligent acts or omissions on the part of the suppliers, (2) 
any wrongful, negligent or unauthorized acts or omissions on the part of any employee of any of these suppliers, (3) any defect in or failure 
of any vehicle, equipment or instrumentality owned, operated or otherwise used by any of these suppliers, or (4) any wrongful or negligent 
acts or omissions on the part of any other party not under the control, direct or otherwise, of Protravel.  Protravel and their agents reserve 
the right to decline to accept or retain any person as a member of the tour any time before departure or during the tour.  The tour prices 
mentioned in this brochure are based on tariffs and costs in effect at time of printing, and are subject to increase without notice should 
there be any upward revision in such tariffs, costs and currency exchange rates before departure.  In the event that it becomes necessary or 
advisable for any reason whatsoever to alter the itinerary or arrangements, such alterations may be made.  Additional expenses, if any, will 
be borne by the passengers.  The price includes operator’s compensation for service, supervision, operation, promotion and profit.  
Airlines and railroads concerned are not to be held responsible for any act, omission or event during the time passengers are not on board 
their planes or conveyances. 
ACTS OF GOD AND THE LIKE:  Neither Protravel nor the National Trust are liable for acts of God, fire, acts of governments or other 
authorities, wars, civil disturbances, riots, terrorist acts, strikes, thefts, pilferage, epidemics, quarantines, dangers incident to sea, land and air 
travel, and other similar acts or incidents beyond its ability to control. 
TRAVELER’S REPRESENTATIONS:  Acceptance of the Confirmation/Invoice covering this tour and payment thereof certifies that you 
have not recently been treated for, nor are you aware of any physical or other condition or disability that would create a hazard to yourself 
or other members of this tour, and is also an acceptance of the tour conditions applicable to the tour and that you have read and 
understand those conditions. 

 
 



 

R E S E R V A T I O N    F O R M 

 
LONG ISLAND’S HISTORIC GOLD COAST 

May 9-14, 2010 
 
 

 
Please complete this form and return with your deposit ($800.00 per person) to: 

National Trust Tours, c/o Bank of America 
P.O. Box 320 

Washington, DC  20055-0320 
  

You may also fax your reservation to (202) 588-6246 
 

For more information or to reserve by phone, please call National Trust Tours  
at (800) 944-6847 or (202) 588-6300, or visit www.preservationnation.org/tours 

 
 
NAME(S) ________________________________________________DATE(S) OF BIRTH________________________ 
 
ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY _________________________________________________ STATE ______________ ZIP __________________ 
 
PHONE (    )_______________________ FAX (    )______________________ E-MAIL _________________________ 
 
 
ACCOMMODATIONS:  (    ) Double Occupancy   (1 large bed or 2 beds – please circle one)        (    ) Single Occupancy                            
 
 
TOTAL DEPOSIT TO BE CHARGED TO CREDIT CARD:  $___________________________ 
(Balance for tour arrangements to be paid by check to Protravel International)                                

 
_____________   ___________________________________________   _________   __________________________ 
  (card company)                          (account number)                                             (exp. date)             (signature) 

 
 
AIR FROM: _____________________________________________   DEPARTING ____/____  RETURNING ____/____          
                                      (    ) Economy     (    ) Business       
 
FREQUENT FLYER NUMBERS: ___________________________________________________________ (indicate airlines)  
                                                     (Airline tickets will be charged to your credit card at the time of ticketing) 

 
 
 
(    ) I/we are National Trust members.  Membership No. __________________________________________________ 
(    ) I/we are not National Trust members.  Please enroll us as members:  (    ) $20.00 individual        (    ) $30.00 family 

 


